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Madurai Cultural Heritage Guide Ahead of 2026
Kumbabhishekam

Ahead of the Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple's 2026 kumbabhishekam, a cultural guide
highlights Madurai's heritage, Saurashtrian sungudi weavers, jasmine markets, and Nayak-era
landmarks.

KEY EXAM POINTS

® The Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple in Madurai is scheduled for its kumbabhishekam in
the year 2026.

® The Saurashtrian community migrated from Gujarat to Madurai during the late 16th and
early 17th Century and established the traditional hand-made sungudi textile craft.

® Major jasmine flower markets in Madurai are located at Mattuthavani and Villapuram.

® Prominent cultural landmarks in Madurai include the Nayak-era monuments and the evening
hub of Teppakulam.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

The Pandyan dynasty ruled Madurai with their ancient capital at Madurai and fish as their
royal emblem.

Inscriptions mentioning 'Madura' are found at Siddharmalai and Alagarmalai in Tamil Nadu.

Madurai is historically associated with the Sangam literature and the Tamil Sangam
academies patronized by Pandya kings.

Nayak rulers like Tirumalai Nayak significantly contributed to temple architecture in Madurai,
including the Meenakshi Amman Temple corridors and Nayak Palace.

The Geographical Indication (GI) tag for Madurai Malli recognizes its unique geographical
origin and high market demand.

During the Sangam age, the Marudam region deity was Indra, and Madurai was situated in
the fertile riverine tract of the Vaigai basin.

REVISION FLASHCARD
Madurai's Saurashtrian community migrated from Gujarat in the late 16th and early 17th

Century, introducing sungudi weaving.

Syllabus Relevance: High relevance for Unit 8 covering Tamil Nadu history, culture, heritage, and
traditional crafts.
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