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Supreme Court refuses Telangana's Polavaram plea

The Supreme Court declined to hear Telangana's suit against the Polavaram project, citing procedural deficiencies.

The Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project on the Godavari River in Andhra Pradesh, challenged by 
Telangana under Article 131.

KEY EXAM POINTS

The Supreme Court refused to hear a suit filed by the Telangana government against the Polavaram project
.

The suit was filed under Article 131 of the Indian Constitution.

The top court cited procedural deficiencies as the reason for declining the hearing.

The Chief Justice observed that an Article 131 suit is a "more comprehensive and effective" remedy for inter-
State water disputes.

Telangana sought to restrain Andhra Pradesh from proceeding with preparatory and project-related 
activities.

The Supreme Court's decision was made on Monday, July 13, 2026.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

Article 131 of the Constitution deals with the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in disputes 
between the Union and States, or between States.

The Polavaram Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project on the Godavari River in Andhra Pradesh.

Inter-State water disputes in India are primarily governed by Article 262 of the Constitution and the Inter-
State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.

The Godavari River is the second-longest river in India, originating in Maharashtra and flowing through 
several states.

The Inter-State Council is established under Article 263 of the Constitution to investigate and discuss 
subjects of common interest between the Union and States.

The Sarkaria Commission (1983) recommended the establishment of a permanent Inter-State Council.

The Punchhi Commission (2007) was constituted to review Centre-State relations, including aspects of 

inter-state water disputes.

The Supreme Court's original jurisdiction under Article 131 is exclusive, meaning no other court can hear 
such disputes.

REVISION FLASHCARD

SC refused Telangana's Article 131 plea on Polavaram project due to procedural issues.
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